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Facsimile of St Luke, 
from the MacDurnan Gospels:  

Ground pigments mixed with glair, 
on vellum 
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What an outstanding meeting we had for September to kick off our year!  It was 
exciting to see the many items that our Secret Pal participants had created dur-
ing the summer.  Thank you so much to Bonnie Davis and her committee mem-
bers for all of their hard work.  We look forward to everyone participating next 
summer when we delve into Art Deco. 
 

After much planning (and some consternation), we have our 
library at the Church!  It’s available for you to browse and 
check out books during the Early Bird from 6:30—7:00 PM 
and during the break.  Thank you so much to Suzan O’Connor 
and her committee for working with the church, ordering the 
cabinet, organizing the books and all of their other efforts in making this a reality.  
 

A thanks also goes out for the delicious refreshments provided by Lynn Rothe, Lenora Jor-
dan, Leslie Winakur, Haley Ping, Maggie Gillikin and Bonnie Davis.  Our Hospitality Chair, 
Karen Fridlund, has a refreshment list so please sign up with her to bring something yum-
my for a meeting. 
 

We began our 3x3x3 Monthly Challenge in September.  It provides each of us an oppor-
tunity to take a 3” x  3” piece of paper and write a three letter word on it.  You may be as 
creative as your spirit takes you.  Some of your contributions will be developed into a 
piece for our Spring Exhibit.  Please participate. 
 

October is a busy month for our guild.  The program for the General Meeting is Anatomy 
of an Artwork presented by  Haley Ping, Laura Herold, Fay Lee, Beth Morton and Carolyn Patton. They will 
demonstrate a piece of artwork from its beginning to its end and discuss all they went through to complete 
it.   On October 2nd

, Leslie Winakur will host a lecture by Margaret Morgan — Tales of an Illuminator and the 
Day I Met the Queen.  All are invited to attend.  Margaret will present our Fall Major Workshop entitled 
Free—Range Writing: Moving Away From Traditional Forms Towards an Alphabet of Your Own.  Our Mini 
Workshop on the 15th is Practice Made Fun presented by Rosemary Rodriguez.  Look forward in this news-
letter for detailed information for each of these programs. 
 

I continue to be honored to be a member of such an outstanding Guild that has so much to offer its mem-
bers. 
 

Happy Fall.  See you in October! 
 

Carolyn 

 

Carolyn’s Comments 

        Margaret Morgan 
12  Lois Anderson 
12 Clara Mills-Valdez 
15 Rod Smith 
19 Rosemary Rodriguez 

 
 

October Birthdays Cover Artist 

We also recognize Yuki Zepeda’s birthday 
on August 3 and apologize for the omission. 

© Margaret Morgan 
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October 2015 

October 1 
 

6:30 PM—Early Bird: Art Deconstructed presented by Lynn Rothe  
7:00 PM—General Meeting:  Anatomy of an Artwork 
     Presented by Haley Ping, Laura Herold, Fay Lee, Beth Morton and Carolyn Patton 
     Parish Hall of Christ Episcopal Church, 501 Belknap Place 

October 15 
 

October 2 
 

7:00—9:00 PM—Mini Workshop: Practice Made Fun 
     Presented by Rosemary Rodriguez 
     Parish Hall of Christ Episcopal Church, 501 Belknap Place 

7:00 PM—Guest Lecture: Tales of an Illuminator and the Day I Met the Queen  
     Presented by Margaret Morgan at the home of Leslie Winakur 

October 29 7:00 PM—Board Meeting at the home of Leslie Winakur 

October 16 & 17 Product Sale at Herweck’s, 300 Broadway 

October 3 & 4 
 

9:00 AM—5:00 PM each day —Major Workshop: Free Range Writing:   
     Moving Away from Traditional Forms Towards an Alphabet of Your Own 
     Presented by Margaret Morgan at Discovery School, 222 Salem 

Early Bird 
and 

General 
Meeting 

Workshop  
Lecture 

Major 
Workshop 

Major 
Workshop 



Flourishes, the monthly publication of the San Antonio Calligraphers’ Guild, is published ten times per year, 
September through June. All articles and art work must be submitted to Sarah Axsom at 
news@sanantoniocalligraphy.com, with SACG in the subject line. The deadline is the first Friday of the month 
prior to the next month’s issue, usually at the monthly General Meeting.  
©2015. All rights reserved. 

November 5 
 

6:30 PM—Early Bird: Materials from Klingspor Museum/Books from SACG Library  
     Presented by Becky Hughes, Beth Morton and Suzan O’Connor 
7:00 PM—General Meeting:  Klingspor Museum, Offenbach, Germany  
     Presented by Becky Hughes, Beth Morton and Suzan O’Connor 
     Parish Hall of Christ Episcopal Church, 501 Belknap Place 

November 14 
 

10:00 AM—Saturday Special: Akim Angel 
     Presented by Bonnie Houser 
     Parish Hall of Christ Episcopal Church, 501 Belknap Place 
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Tales of an Illuminator and The Day I Met the Queen 
Friday, October 2, 2015  
7:00 PM 
Held in the home of Leslie Winakur 
 
 

 
 

Margaret Morgan Lecture 

Gothic Q from ‘The Bible of  
Illuminated Letters’ :  
Raised and burnished gold, ground pigments 
mixed with egg yolk, on vellum 

© Margaret Morgan 

The lecture will be held at the home of Leslie Winakur, 707 Summer Dawn, San Antonio, in the 
Woods at Sonterra, just off Blanco Road north of 1604.  Turn north on Blanco, go past Luby’s on 
your right, Target on your left, then two banks on the right.  The gate is immediately past the 
Wells Fargo bank on the right.  Gate Code is 089.  Once through the gate, go to the dead end, 
then turn right.  Go three blocks to Summer Dawn, turn right.  My house is the second house on 
the right.  
  
PLEASE be careful to park only in my driveway or circular drive, or in front of my house or the cor-
ner house on my side of the street.  Park only on my side of the street.  I have some touchy neigh-
bors and the cul-de-sac is rather tight.  You may park around the corner as well, as you approach 
my street.  Carpooling is highly recommended.  If necessary, you may park in the Tuesday Morn-
ing parking lot or across the street at Target, then call me and I will send someone to pick you up.   
  
PLEASE DO NOT tailgate anyone in through the gate.  Our security guards are very impressed with 
their position and will follow you to my house.  Just wait for the gate to close and then dial me 
yourself. Thanks very much.  

The San Antonio Calligraphers’ Guild is pleased to host a lecture by 
Margaret Morgan, author of The Illuminator’s Bible. 
 
Margaret Morgan is a calligrapher and lettering artist, with many 
years’ experience. She was lured into calligraphy by learning italic 
handwriting at school at an early age. Her art college training in 
graphics and typography remain a strong influence in her work with 
pen, brush and drawn lettering.   
 
Margaret is the author of four books on calligraphy and illumination. 
Contemporary ways of using gold and devising new letterforms are a 
continuing fascination for her. Margaret also leads workshops in the 
UK and abroad - over the past few years she has taught in Norway, 
Japan, and Germany. Her aim is to encourage students towards a 
more experimental approach to lettering, working from a sound basic 
knowledge of traditional letterforms. 
 
She is a Fellow of the Calligraphy & Lettering Arts Society and a full 
member of Letter Exchange. 



 

Practice Made Fun! 
Presented by Rosemary Rodriguez 
Thursday, October 15 
7:00—9:00 PM 
Parish Hall of Christ Episcopal Church, 501 Belknap Place 
 
Rosemary will lead us in practicing different lettering styles that result in end projects to keep or share! 
 
 
Supply List: 
 · 2 Sheets of practice-grade paper  
 · Pencil  
 · Eraser  
 · Nibs and holders of your choice 
 · 12” metal ruler 
 · Small paper cutter—optional 
 · Cardstock/scrapbook papers in your favorite colors 
 · Quotes — or you can use one from Rosemary’s list 

October Mini Workshop 

 

Free—Range Writing: Moving Away From Traditional Forms 
Towards an Alphabet of Your Own 
October 3-4, 2015  
9:00 AM—5:00 PM each day 
Discovery School, 222 Salem 
 
In this workshop you’ll being by using your own handwriting as a basis 
for experiments in the search for unity, complexity and intensity, em-
ploying variations of vertical and horizontal tension. 
 
Then we’ll look at abstract sources from which to 
design your own unique alphabet. These new 
letterforms are then incorporated into exercises 
and short projects that allow many expressive pos-
sibilities that push the boundaries of legibility. 
 
The supply list and additional information will be 
emailed to those registered for the class. 
 
This workshop is currently full. Please contact 
Leslie Winakur to be placed on the waiting list. 
 
All images are © Margaret Morgan 

Major Workshop with Margaret Morgan 



 

The Monthly Challenge program is a chance for all Guild members to do a 
quick, fun and easy project every month. The theme for the 2015-16 program 
year is 3x3x3.  The program will began with the September 2015 General 
Meeting and is ongoing.  
 

All you have to do is: 
 Choose a three-letter word (any word!) 
 Use a 3” x 3” piece of paper (any paper!) 
 Write the word in any style (let your creativity go wild!) 
 Write your name and any materials you used on the back 
 Bring a different piece to every General Meeting for display and collection 
 

Some of the pieces will be put together to form a piece of art for the Spring Exhibit at the Central Library.  
You can see an example from the Waco Guild’s challenge using just the word “the.” Pick any three-letter 
word that inspires you. 

 
All year long SACG encourages the exchange of handmade work among members.  The oldest tradition is the 
exchange of cards or bookmarks—with any theme—at the December Potluck Dinner.  If you make one, you 
sign up that evening for a random distribution.  Eating and visiting are the main activities. 
 
In a similar way, cards or bookmarks with a Valentine theme can be exchanged at the February meeting. 
 
For decorated envelope exchanges, members sign up in advance for a three-month schedule.  This year 
there will be two:  December, January and February; and March, April and May.  Participants will send and 
receive from one to three mailings per month, with a maximum total of nine.  Handouts with more infor-
mation will be available later.  Contact Sylvia Stanley anytime. 
 
P.S.  Unlike the Secret Pal program, you will always identify yourself in some way for all other exchanges. 

3x3x3 Monthly Challenge 

SACG Exchanges 

 

Anatomy of an Artwork 
Presented by Haley Ping, Laura Harold, Fay Lee, Beth Morton and Carolyn Patton  
Thursday, October 1 
7:00 PM 
Parish Hall of Christ Episcopal Church, 501 Belknap Place 
 
Share the process of creating art from the original idea to the finished piece.  Five of our members will take 
you on a journey and discuss their ideas and the problems which they solved as their work progressed.  Join 
us for a fun, interesting and informative evening. 

General Meeting Program 



 
Secret Pal Art Expo  



 
Secret Pal Art Expo 



 

Secret Pal Art Expo 



 

September Mini with Maggie Gillikin 



How did you meet Hermann Zapf? When did that take place, how did it come about and what did you learn? 
         In the summer of 1982, I studied with Hermann Zapf at Rochester Institute of Technology. Sixteen students 
from around the world were accepted on portfolio review to be in the course. A number of them had studied for 
several consecutive years with Professor Zapf. Some of the students were already SSI Craft Members (Fellows) 
including Georgia Deaver and John Prestiani. Susie Taylor, head of Special Collections in the San Francisco 
Public Library (which has one of the best calligraphy collections in the world) attended. Jerry Kelly—a superla-
tive book designer, a collaborator on several calligraphic works with Julian Waters, and over the years a close 
friend to Professor Zapf and his wife—befriended me. At times I felt quite dwarfed being surrounded by such pro-
digiously skilled lettering artists. However, as in the larger world of calligraphy, both the students’ kindness and 
generosity— and in particular Professor Zapf’s—helped me occasionally to stop berating myself with criticism 
and focus on the lessons at hand. 
         Most of the time, we studied pressurize lettering, concentrating on Romans. We worked in class for about six 
hours a day and then went back to our little concrete cubicles (no air conditioning) in the evening and practiced 
until we passed out. Two notable exceptions: one evening Zapf took us to hear the Rochester Symphony Orchestra 
out of doors, and one afternoon we went to a vineyard. He liked very dry white wine. 
      Because of the quality of the man, Zapf, and the intensity of the subject, that summer spent studying with him 
was the most formative experience of my entire calligraphic life. 
 

What was he like as an instructor and a person? 
      The word that first springs to mind is “kind.” 
The mind-boggling skill and ease with which he did the most difficult letters inspired us. But his patience and gen-
tle, understated manner in teaching encouraged us. One day I had done some particularly hideous letters. His 
“severe” quiet critique to me was: “Perhaps these letters don’t look too happy.” And that was all he’d have to 
say. You knew he could see everything. But he chose to be kind. To someone who felt so inferior about his letters 
at the time, it meant a lot. We strove the harder because of it. 
      Every once in a while you’d catch a glimpse of a quick, sly smile. After many days in class together working, 
one afternoon he was “forced” to wear a finger puppet on the pinky of his lettering hand by Georgia Deaver 
(herself, a snake charmer!) as he did 1⁄4” tall pressurized Romans. 
     The way he instructed was very traditional for the time. Most of his demonstrations were with chalk at a black-
board, or he would have us gather around a table and demonstrate with a broad edged pen. Then he would go 
from student to student and letter very patiently on everyone’s page for as long as they needed his help. 
 

Did you meet and get to know his wife? If so, what was she like and what did she do in calligraphy or other fields? 
     I did not have the pleasure of meeting his wife Gudrun Zapf von Hesse but he spoke of her, as was his manner, 
in reserved, endearing terms. When it came to her skills of typeface design and calligraphy, I believe he only half 
jokingly said that he married the competition. She has always had a reputation as a bookbinder of high merit. 
 

Tell us about his skills which resulted in the wonderful fonts and other calligraphic art. 
     The skill of pressurizing letterforms is probably the most demanding in the entire hierarchy of physical skills of 
calligraphy. If you look at some of his fonts: Palatino, Optima, Zapfino and others, they employ that maddeningly 
subtle skill of pressure and release. His attention to detail in the articulation and delicacy of serifs reflected his 
sense of appropriateness for decision making. 
     When we were to practice he would tells us to do ONE letter “A.” Most of us tend to regard our practice letters 
as throw aways. By allowing yourself the mindset to do only ONE, it made you focus (mind, eye, and hand) with 
an intensity you never had before.Those qualities of discipline, intensity, concern for visual literacy, and so much 
more incarnate themselves in his letters. ■ 
 

Written by Reggie Ezzell for “Uniquely Ours” for Write On Calligraphers in Seattle, Washington, reprinted with permission. 

My Summer With Hermann Zapf 
by Reggie Ezell 

1982 : Hermann Zapf demonstrates…younger Reggie looks on 



 
Many years ago, our guild had the vision to provide scholarships to help members with monetary assistance 
for the major workshops.  The fund is named the Denise Adler Scholarship Fund in memory of a giving young 
woman who contributed greatly to the guild in the 1990’s. 
 
There are two scholarships awarded for each major workshop each year.  Two scholarships are now available 
for the Margaret Morgan workshop in October.  The fund bears 50% of the cost of the workshop.  It can be 
awarded no more frequently than every two years to a given person and one must be a dues paying member 
for two years before becoming eligible.  Please contact Bonnie Houser at 210.824.5497 or at 
howzr@swbell.net if this opportunity is one that speaks to you.  All requests are kept in confidence. 

Scholarship Opportunity 

 
Rosemary Rodriguez is happy to announce that she has received confirmation that our Spring Exhibit will be 
at the San Antonio Central Library in May, 2016.  More information will be provided soon.  Meanwhile, 
please refer to the Exhibit Guidelines if you wish to get started! 
 

Spring Exhibit 

The San Antonio Calligraphers’ Guild meets the first Thursday of the month, September through June, at 7:00 
PM in the Parish Hall of Christ Episcopal Church, 501 Belknap Place.  An “Early Bird” program begins at 6:30 
PM followed by a business meeting and program. 
 
Membership in the San Antonio Calligraphers’ Guild is open to all who are interested in the appreciation, 
practice and influence of beautiful lettering.  The dues are $24.00 annually and cover the period from July 1st

 

through June 30th of each year.  Secondary memberships are $12.00 for each additional family member.  Visi-
tors are welcome and may attend two meetings before paying membership dues.  Please join us! 

 

Board Members 

Join Us! 

President Carolyn Patton Members-at-large: Lynn Rothe 
Vice-president Suzan O'Connor  Lenora Jordan 
Secretary Laura Herold  Bonnie Davis 
Treasurer Maggie Gillikin  Sylvia Stanley 

Parliamentarian  Becky Hughes  Leslie Winakur 



NOTE: This is a basic list of supplies for most SACG workshops. Check the newsletter for additional supplies 
required for specific workshops. If you need help understanding something on the list, ask an established 
member. They’ll be glad to help! 
 

 Paper & pen/pencil for taking notes 
 Double ended pen handle, round barrel 
 Nibs: 1 pointed nib (i.e. Nikko G or Brause EF66) 
 2 broad edged nibs (i.e. Mitchell # 5 or # 6 – small and Mitchell #2 – large)  

Note: Mitchell nibs are the most flexible, Tape nibs are medium flexibility and Brause nibs have 
the least flexibility) 

 Mechanical or regular pencils: a soft (2B) and a hard (4-6H) 
 Eraser – white vinyl is good or a kneaded eraser 
 Ruler – 18” or longer – metal cork-backed is best 
 Scissors 
 Xacto knife with #10 & #11 blades & empty Tic-Tac container (or other small container) for used 

blades – this is a safety thing 
 Slant board 
 Gouaches – Ivory Black (Windsor Newton or Schmincke are good brands) other colors of your 

choice 
 Gum Arabic – Windsor Newton brand 
 Mixing pan, mixing brush, dropper & distilled water, spritz bottle with distilled water, and small 

container(s) with lid(s) to take home leftover mixed gouaches 
 Water container for cleaning brushes, etc. 
 Old toothbrush for cleaning nibs 
 Paper towels – the blue shop towels are the best 
 Masking tape, blue artists/drafting tape 
 Sharpie marker for labeling your tools – everyone in class has the same stuff! 

 

OPTIONAL ITEMS: 

 11 X 17 Calligraphy grid pad 
 Crocus cloth – 1 sheet 
 Magnifier – 8X – 12X 
 Mag-eyes / Optivisor 
 Ott-Lite, extension cord(s), power strip 
 Cushion to sit on 
 Footrest 
 Sweater or jacket – some workshop rooms get cold 
 Munchies & drink 
 Pliers – for opening tubes of gouache and/or paints 

 

SUPPLIERS: 
Herweck’s Art Supply – 300 Broadway, San Antonio 
Asel Art Supply – 8111 Callaghan Rd and 1524 N Main Ave, San Antonio 
Paper and Ink Arts – www.paperinkarts.com 
Blick Art Materials – www.dickblick.com 
John Neal, Bookseller - www.johnnealbooks.com 

Talas - www.talasonline.com 

Standard Supply List for All SACG Workshops 



San Antonio Calligraphers Guild  
2015-2016 Membership Form 

 

Name: _______________________________________________________________ 

Spouse’s Name: _______________________________________________________  

Address: _____________________________________________________________ 

City: ____________________________________State: _______Zip: _____________ 

Home Phone: (__   _)____________________________________________________ 

Cell Phone: ___________________________________________________________ 

Fax: _________________________________________________________________ 

E-mail: ______________________________________________________________ 

Birthday (month /day): __________________________________________________  

_______ (initial) I give permission to SACG to publish the information supplied on this form in the guild 

directory. 

_______ (initial) I give permission to SACG to publish on the SACG website and in the newsletter 

pictures of me taken at SACG meetings. 

_______ (initial) I give permission to SACG to publish representations of my work that have been 

displayed or completed at SACG events and classes. 

(If you choose not to allow your photo or photos of your work to be published in the newsletter, it is 
your responsibility to ensure that your wishes are honored by reminding the photographer and 
newsletter editor at each meeting.) 
 

I would like to help on one or more of the committees I’ve checked below: 

I would like to donate to the SACG education fund___________________________ 

I would like to donate to the SACG scholarship fund__________________________ 

  Awards and Memorials   Historian   Notification 

  Directory   Hospitality   Photography 

  Door Prizes   Library   Programs 

  Early Bird Specials   Major Workshops   Publicity 

  Envelope Exchange   Membership   Saturday Specials 

  Exhibits   Mentoring   Secret Pal 

  Fundraising   Mini Workshops    

 Greeters  Newsletter   

Dues are $24.00 a year 
Make checks payable to SACG 
Mail to: 
San Antonio Calligraphers Guild 
ATTN: Membership Chairperson 
324 Meadowbrook 
San Antonio, TX 78232  

Tell me more about… 

________________________________________________
________________________________________________
________________________________________________
________________________________________________ 

 


