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Becky’s Bits and Bytes 
  

 
We had a fun evening with our leather projects at the February meeting. Bon-
nie Houser and the Secret Pal committee planned two great activities involving 
designing, tooling, stamping and embellishing. And there is more to come for 
those who sign up for the Secret Pal exchange during the summer. Participa-
tion helps us focus on making calligraphy projects while keeping in mind the 
viewpoint of another person - your Secret Pal. All the pieces will be displayed 
at the September Expo. 
 
Our March 7 meeting will feature a program by internationally known calligrapher Carl Rohrs. We will 
begin with an Early Bird display and sale of his work after which he will present the program. This is a 
unique opportunity for us to learn about brush lettering from a master. His workshop will take place on 
Saturday and Sunday March 9-10 at Discovery School. Though the workshop is full, there will be a wait-
ing list. Carl Rohrs has given workshops in the US, Canada, Europe, Australia, Japan and South Africa. 
You won’t want to miss his program. 
 
On March 21 Dolores Schultz will present the mini workshop Musical Marks in the Parish Hall from 7-9 
pm. Dolores will present an evening of using music to influence letters and gestural marks. She will help 
us learn the role that music can play in making beautiful calligraphy. See Maggie Gillikin about signing 
up for this interesting evening. The cost of the workshop is only $5. 
 
Mark your calendar for our next Saturday Special Paper Making in the Kitchen with Maggie Gillikin 
and Pam Thomas which will take place May 18 at Discovery School. You can sign up with MaryLynn 
Lurz. The cost is only $20 to members for this all-day(10am-4pm) workshop. 
 
The nominees for the Paul Freeman Award are published in this newsletter and voting will take place 
at the April meeting. The awards will be presented at the May meeting.  
 
I know some of you have already started work on your pieces for the Spring Exhibit. We are fortunate 
to have a very high-profile venue for this exhibit: the San Antonio Central Library Gallery. We will be 
able to exhibit larger pieces in this space and there is also the possibility of exhibiting books. Thanks to 
the hard work of Joanne Pacelli and her committee, the contract has been signed and the opening re-
ception has been set for Sunday, May 5. The exhibit committee has more information about guidelines 
for this show. This will be a great opportunity for the guild to show San Antonio what calligraphic art is 
all about. There will be a printed invitation for you to pass along to your friends.  
 
See you all in March, 
Becky 

Flourishes, the monthly publication of the San Antonio Calligraphers’ Guild, is published ten times per year, Septem-

ber through June.  All articles and art work must be submitted to Beth Morton at beth@jnbmorton.com, with SACG 

in the subject line.  Deadline is the first Thursday of the month prior to the next month’s issue, usually at the monthly 

General Meeting. ©2013.  All rights reserved. 



 

6:30 PM at Christ Episcopal Church, Parish Hall 

 Early Bird Program: Display and sale of the work of Carl Rohrs 

7:00 PM SACG General Meeting 

 Program: Brush Lettering, A Lecture by Carl Rohrs 

 

7:00 PM  Board Meeting at the home of Leslie Winakur. BOARD 

MEETING 

Mar 28 

GENERAL 

MEETING 

Mar 7 

7:00-9:00 PM at Christ Episcopal Church, Parish Hall 

 Musical Marks with Dolores Schultz 

  

MINI 

WORKSHOP 

Mar 21 
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MAJOR  

WORKSHOP 

Mar 9-10 

9:00 AM—4:30 PM at Discovery School  

 Brush Lettering with Carl Rohrs 



 

6:30 PM at Christ Episcopal Church, Parish Hall 

 Early Bird Program:  Sean Knoll  

7:00 PM SACG General Meeting 

 Program: Sean Knoll from the Copinni 

 Stay Tuned! More details to follow in next month’s newsletter! 

7:00 PM  Board Meeting at the home of Leslie Winakur. BOARD 

MEETING 

Apr 25 

GENERAL 

MEETING 

Apr 4 

7:00-9:00 PM at Christ Episcopal Church, Parish Hall 

 Art Dolls with Lenora Jordan 

  

MINI 

WORKSHOP 

 

Apr 18 

April 2013 
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A Big Thank You: The Secret Pal committee wants to thank new member, Melody Dawkins, for bringing all her tooling sup-
plies to man the Tooling station at the February General Meeting.  She, herself if a master worker in leather...  making boots, 
wallets, etc.  If you’re interested in furthering your own knowledge of this art form, you can buy all supplies and inspect beau-
tiful leathers at Tandy Leather Factory, 5710 Mobud.  Melody works there and can offer suggestions and workshop opportuni-
ties.   Kudos to her and the other members of the Secret Pal Committee for their contribution to the success of the Guild 
Meeting!    Bonnie Houser 
 
Paul Freeman Awards: Nominees  for this year’s Paul Freeman Awards are listed on page 8, along with a description of their 
contributions to the guild over the last year. Be sure to take a look and thank those who have worked so hard to make our 
guild one of the most successful and active guilds around. Voting will take place at the April meeting. Winner will be an-
nounced and awards presented at the May meeting. 
 
March Mini is Musical Marks with Dolores Schultz. Sign up with MaryLynn Lurz. The 2 hour workshop is only $5 for members 
and $6 for non-members. Where can you get a workshop for that price anywhere? 
 
March Meeting and Major Workshop: Carl Rohrs will be presenting his work and a talk about lettering at the March 
meeting. Don’t miss this opportunity to hear from a master calligrapher. He will be presenting some of his works of art for 
sale at the early bird, so come early. The workshop is currently full, but a waiting list is in the works. Contact Jill Adams for the 
most current registration information. 
 
32nd Annual Calligraphy Conference: The Summit at Colorado Springs, sponsored by Summit Scribes, will take place July 
21 – 28, 2013 and will be the 32nd international gathering of lettering artists. The Summit will take place at Colorado College 
in Colorado Springs, Colorado. Instructors from around the world will teach weeklong or half-week classes in lettering, book-
making and more. The evening programs will provide even more opportunity for inspiration. For more information, go to: 
http://www.2013calligraphyconference.com/about/ 

 
About the Cover Art: This month’s cover art is the end result of a piece of homework from the yearlong 
Reggie class. The assignment is to space the letters of the Palatino font so they have equal volumes of 
space between the letters, then pair that phrase with a background. The picture at left shows the steps 
Beth took to evaluate her spacing. When she was happy with the spacing, she scanned the phrase and 
paired it with the photo to produce the final piece.  

BUL L E T  I N     B O A R D 

February Meeting: Secret Pal Hands-on 

Thank you to the Secret Pal Committee and everyone who worked so hard to make the hands-on secret pal workshop such a 
great success. Melody Dawkins gave everyone an introduction to leather working and everyone went home with two 
projects, a key ring and a wrist band. 
 
If you are interested in furthering the adventure into leather crafts or if you missed the 
meeting, the Secret Pal Committee has extra items for your purchase.  These are the 
two items that were the projects provided at the February Hands-On Program.  Bonnie 
Houser will have them available at the March meeting. Leather 
tags and key rings are available for $1/each and extra cuff are 
available for $5/each. 

 
 
  

http://www.2013calligraphyconference.com/about/


 

March Mini:  

Musical Marks with Dolores Schultz 

This mini will explore how music and calligraphy can be enjoyed as one element. By listening to music, we 

will learn from each other how to improve our lettering skills and develop a sense of rhythm in our writing. 

An evening of play and fun. 

 
 12 - 15 sheets of 18" x 24" paper: A pad of drawing paper using a Hobby Lobby cou-

pon will be great 
 Several colors of felt markers , calligraphy markers, and/or pointed brushes 
 Several colors of colored pencils 
 Optional:  (Only if you have them) 
 One sharpened carpenter’s pencil 
 One cheap 1" flat brush 
 One large bamboo brush 

January Mini: Valentine Cards for the Battered Women’s 

Shelter 
Thank you to everyone who came and participated in the 
guild’s annual card-making project for San Antonio’s Battered 
Women’s Shelter. Shelter employees and volunteers have 
told us repeatedly, that we are one of the few organizations 
who remembers the shelter on these “small” holidays and 
occasions. It means a great to deal the women and their chil-
dren that we remember them and help to make these days 
good ones during a time of such transition. And thank you to 
The Reggie Study Group for doing the preparations. 



 

San Antonio Calligraphers' Guild Spring Show 

Central Library Gallery 

Opening Reception Sunday, May 5 

2:00 to 4:00 pm 

 
 Turn in art work Thursday, May 2 at the General Meeting. More dates for turn-in 

will be announced soon. 
 Large, properly framed Calligraphic Pieces will be accepted. Remember to refer to 

the guild show guidelines on pages 50-51 of the 2012-2013 directory for detailed 
information regarding artwork requirements. 

 Specific information about maximum overall dimensions will be provided at a fu-
ture date.  

 If the artist can provide his or her own display cabinet, books are welcome as 
well, though pages cannot be turned. 

Pictures from  
Walnut Ink: Fun with a Couple of Nuts 

We have a lot more nuts in our guild after the Walnut Ink Saturday Spe-
cial. Take a look at these pictures and see if you don’t agree. Lots of ideas 
for here for the Spring Show!  
 
The next Saturday Special is May 18th, Papermaking with Maggie Gillikin 
and Pam Thomas. Contact MaryLynn Lurz to sign up. 

 

 



 

Paul Freeman Award Nominees 
 

Here is the list of Paul Freeman Award nominees. These members have been 

nominated by their fellow members for having made contributions to the 

guild over the last year. Voting will take place in May, and the results will 

be announced at the June potluck. 
 
Deborah Bowen has been creatively making our hospitality tables look beautiful. 

She is sure there are lovely decorations at the potluck as well. She always goes above and beyond what 
is expected to make our food presentation beautiful, and to make sure everyone has an opportunity to 
contribute  delicious goodies. She has also worked very hard with Secret Pals, as a faithful committee 
member for three years. She is always a cheerful and supportive member in the midst of trials. Always 
enthusiastic, what a special person. 
 
Maggie Gillikan has long been a mentor and teacher for many of us in the guild. 

This year she has planned the wide array of mini workshops the guild has offered. Her designs for the 
valentines for the women and children at the shelter kept everyone involved and excited. Thank you 
Maggie, for your enthusiasm, generosity, artistry, humor and energy. We are so fortunate to have 
someone like you.  
 
Carlos Haun is a dedicated member who participates in all activities, including holding 

offices for the past several years. She is also a “goodwill” ambassador for the guild, and is always pro-
moting its aspects, as well as “drafting” new members.  
 
Beth Morton is an unsung hero of the guild. The newsletter takes a lot of time and 

effort, and she comes through month after month, without fail. It is an extraordinary contribution to 
our success as a group. She is always present, smiling, and an active member, and she comes all the 
way from Austin! 
 
Joanne Pacelli has been a member of long standing, and has attended meetings, 

for the last few years from Castroville, a bit of a ride. She has served in many capacities, most recently 
teaching Italic in a Saturday Special, and serving as chairperson of the Exhibition Committee. In addition 
to attending board meetings and meeting with other members involved in the exhibits, she has spent 
many hours calling, e-mailing, and following up to secure a show venue. She continues to work on our 
Spring 2013 exhibit. As always, she has been generous with her time and talent, and is a great asset to 
SACG. 
 
Macy Reid is a wonderful member of our guild, who has again last year been the library 

chair—a very large job of coordinating the boxes of books, and all of the people who graciously cart 
those boxes back and forth. Despite a recent illness, she has continued in this position, for which our 
guild is so grateful. 
 
Sylvia Stanley has singlehandedly organized our envelope exchange for the past 

two years, and she’s done a wonderful job. Thanks to her, we have had lovely displays of envelopes at 
our potluck. And she has helped teach the Reggie Study Group Saturday Specials as well. She is a long-
time member and still super active. We appreciate that!   


