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Thoughts from the President 

 

Mary B. Bowman 

Cover Artwork 

Today I stepped outside into crisp, cool air. Beautiful autumn is here! There’s some-
thing about the mild temperatures and shortening days that makes me want to slow 
down and truly savor the moment.  

 

I’m writing this just after attending a two day workshop with Linda Schneider. We 
focused on a style of writing that is new to me: very flowing and ripe with flourishes. 
With music playing in the background, Linda encouraged us to work gracefully, and 
to consciously slow down.  What a great refresher it was.  

 

Though we all struggle at times with thoughts of “I can’t do it! I am too this and not 
enough of that!” there are some special moments that capture the best of calligra-
phy: that free, spontaneous expression from within. 

 

In November, Mary Bowman will be giving a program on “Zen and the Art of Calligraphy” and I look for-
ward to hearing her address this topic in depth. 

 

Before the bustle of the holidays and year-end descend upon us, I hope you can structure some time alone 
with your pens, slow down, savor this special time of year and experience the simple joy that can be found 
in the act of beautiful writing.   

 

Happy autumn! 

 

 

Suzan O’Connor 

 

  15     Nancy Powlas  

  15     Pauline Sager 

  16     Bonnie Houser 

  18     Lenora Jordan  

 
 

November Birthdays 

Flourishes, the monthly publication of the San Antonio Callig-
raphers’ Guild, is published ten times per year, September 
through June. All articles and art work must be submitted to 
Sarah Axsom at news@sanantoniocalligraphy.com, with 
SACG in the subject line. The deadline is the first Friday of the 
month prior to the next month’s issue, usually at the monthly 
General Meeting.                                          2016. All rights reserved. 

 

  29     Becky Hughes 

  30     Carlos Haun 

  30     Darla Peek 

 



November 3 6:30 PM—Early Bird: Display of Mary B. Bowman’s Work and Books on Zen and  
     Japanese Calligraphy 
7:00 PM—9:00 PM—General Meeting and Program: Zen and the Art of Calligraphy 
     Presented by Mary B. Bowman 
     Parish Hall of Christ Episcopal Church, 510 Belknap Place 

 No Mini Workshop in November 

No Board Meeting in November  

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

  1 2 3 4 5 

6 7 8 9 10 11 12 

13 14 15 16 17 18 19 

20 21 22 23 24 25 26 

27 28 29 30    

November 2016 

Early Bird 
and 

General 
Meeting 

Saturday 
Special 

November 5 9:00 AM—4:00 PM —Saturday Special: Encaustics 
     Presented by Maggie Gillikin 
     Parish Hall of Christ Episcopal Church, 510 Belknap Place 



Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

    1 2 3 

4 5 6 7 8 9 10 

11 12 13 14 15 16 17 

18 19 20 21 22 23 24 

25 26 27 28 29 30 31 

December 2016 

Holiday  
Pot Luck  
Dinner 

December 1 6:30 PM—9:00 PM—Holiday Pot Luck Dinner and Battered Women’s Shelter Collection 
     Parish Hall of Christ Episcopal Church, 510 Belknap Place 

 No Mini Workshop in December 

No Board Meeting in December  



Bulletin Board 
 
November Early Bird, General Meeting and Program:  Share an evening of Zen and the Art of Calligraphy 
presented by long-time artist, calligrapher and teacher Mary B. Bowman.  There will be a display of books 
and works at 6:30 PM followed by the General Meeting and program at 7:00 PM in the Parish Hall of Christ 
Episcopal Church, 510 Belknap Place. 
 
November Saturday Special: Maggie Gillikin will teach us Encaustics from 10:00 AM—4:00 PM on Saturday, 
November 5th in the Parish Hall of Christ Episcopal Church, 510 Belknap Place. The cost is $20.00 for mem-
bers and $25.00 for non-members. Sign up with Denise Cavanaugh. More information on page 5. 
 
Save the Date for the Holiday Pot Luck Dinner, December General Meeting and Battered Women’s Shelter 
Collection: We look forward to this opportunity to get together with our fellow calligraphers and enjoy a 
delicious meal together from 6:30 PM—9:00 PM in the Parish Hall of Christ Episcopal Church, 510 Belknap 
Place. Plan to bring your contributions for the Battered Women’s Shelter and your favorite dish to share!  
 

 
Zen and the Art of Calligraphy 
Presented by Mary B. Bowman 
Thursday, November 3rd 
6:30 PM—7:00 PM Early Bird Display of Work and Books 
7:00 PM—9:00 PM General Meeting and Program: Zen and the Art of Calligraphy 
Parish Hall of Christ Episcopal Church, 510 Belknap Place 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Mary began teaching Zen in 1966 following her studies in Japan with Beika Inada.  After moving to Texas, she 
joined the San Antonio Calligraphers’ Guild and has been a member since 1989.  She began teaching at ALIR 
in 2010 where she continues her classes in beginning calligraphy.  She maintains her art studio business and 
sells basic supplies.  Mary has brought many new members to the Guild. 
 

November Early Bird and Program 



An Adventure in Encaustics 
Presented by Maggie Gillikin 
Saturday, November 5th 
10:00 AM—4:00 PM  
Parish Hall of Christ Episcopal Church, 510 Belknap Place  
Cost is $25.00 for members and $30 for non-members. Cost includes $5.00 supply fee. 
Sign up with Denise Cavanaugh 

 
We’ll examine the elements and possibilities of this ex-
citing art medium with wax. Your pieces will remain the 
same unless exposed to heat hotter than your car during a 
Texas summer! Most of the supplies are already on hand 
and the others are readily available. You will go home with 
at least one finished piece at the end of the day. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Student Supply List: 
·a set of words, letters, images to put into the composition 
·heat gun (if you have one), iron, even wood burning tools… 
·extension cord 
·electric griddle or skillet (if you have one) 
·oven thermometer 
·natural hair brushes (2 or 3 if you have them) - cheap bristle brushes do well.  Note that once used with wax the brush 

cannot be used with anything else. 
·if you have them:  watercolors, oil sticks, alcohol inks, pastels 
·papers to collage, especially rice papers 
·paper towels 
·scissors 
·apron 
 
Maggie will bring: 
·6” x 6” boards on which to work, one per student;  others for sale 
·3 heating surfaces, 3 heating tools, multiple cutting and shaping tools 
·wax to melt 
·oil sticks, oil pastels, pastels, collage materials 
·natural hair brushes 
·tins to hold wax and colors 
·plastic to cover table surfaces 
·gold and variegated leaf 
·alcohol inks 
·threads 
·buttons 
·denatured alcohol 
·and other yummy stuff! 

Saturday Special 

 



February Exhibit 
 
SACG’s annual exhibit will be held at the Briscoe Western Art Museum in the Clingman Education Gallery, 
210 Market Street, SATX 78205. 
 
The exhibit is in conjunction with the Museum’s Pony Express annual event so your piece must have a Pony 
Express/Western theme.  All submitted pieces must be created on an envelope which can be any size not to 
exceed 10 inches in height.  

 
The exhibit installation will be Saturday, January 14, 2017; our opening reception is Sunday, January 15, 
2017, from 1:00 PM to 4:00 PM and take-down is Wednesday, February 15, 2017. 
 
Please plan to bring your piece to Carolyn Patton at the Pot Luck on December 1, 2016, or the General 
Meeting on January 5, 2017.  If you have any questions, please contact Carolyn. 

The SACG by-laws are the guiding principles for doing Guild business. We periodically review them to make 
sure we are following the procedures they describe, and that they are clear and up to date. It is the Board’s 
responsibility to undertake the initial review, and to make any recommendations to the membership about 
any proposed updates. The membership then votes to either adopt or reject these recommendations.  
 
The SACG Board has recently completed a by-law review. After study and discussion, there are several revi-
sions that were offered for consideration. Even though the changes may seem small—there is nothing that 
would fundamentally change the way we operate—it is important that the members know what is proposed 
and determine if they agree or disagree.  
 
This posting in “Flourishes” is public notice of the recommendations. The actual vote by membership will 
take place at the January general meeting.  
 
You can view the changes on the next two pages. As always, we welcome your feedback. 

Notice of By-Law Review 









 

Photos—Program and Major Workshop with Linda Schneider 



 

Board Members 

President Suzan O’Connor Members-at-large: Fran Boffo 
Vice-president Karen Fridlund  Bonnie Houser 
Secretary Laura Herold  Rosemary Rodriguez 
Treasurer Maggie Gillikin  Lynn Rothe 

Parliamentarian  Becky Hughes  Leslie Winakur 

 

The San Antonio Calligraphers’ Guild meets the first Thursday of the month, September through June, at 7:00 
PM in the Parish Hall of Christ Episcopal Church, 510 Belknap Place.  An “Early Bird” program begins at 6:30 
PM followed by a business meeting and program. 
 

Membership in the San Antonio Calligraphers’ Guild is open to all who are interested in the appreciation, 
practice and influence of beautiful lettering.  The dues are $24.00 annually and cover the period from July 1st

 

through June 30th of each year.  Secondary memberships are $12.00 for each additional family member.  Visi-
tors are welcome and may attend two meetings before paying membership dues.  Please join us! 

Join Us! 

Save the Date! 
 
Weaving Letters  
Major Workshop presented by Marina Soria  
Saturday, February 25—Sunday, February 26, 2017 
 
Marina Soria is an internationally sought after artist and calligraphy instructor. She is trained in fine art, 
graphic art, and calligraphy, as well as bookbinding. Her work is in museums all over the world. You can see 
samples of her work and read more about her at http://marinasoria.com.ar. We are extremely fortunate to 
be included in her upcoming US teaching tour. Her workshop here will be on Weaving Letters. More infor-
mation to follow as we get closer to class time. Sign up will begin at the November General Meeting. The 
class fee is $125.00 and includes your paper. 

Shop and Support the Guild! 
 
Shopping for holiday gifts?! Please support the guild by using the Amazon affiliate link on our website. All 
you have to do is click the link on the SACG website and then start shopping! Amazon will donate a portion 
of the sale to the guild. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                                    

 
But not just books! Music, electronics, appliances, 
art supplies and more! A portion of everything you 
purchase will be donated to the guild.  
 
 
 



NOTE: This is a basic list of supplies for most SACG workshops. Check the newsletter for additional supplies 
required for specific workshops. If you need help understanding something on the list, ask an established 
member. They’ll be glad to help! 
 

 Paper & pen/pencil for taking notes 
 Double ended pen handle, round barrel 
 Nibs: 1 pointed nib (i.e. Nikko G or Brause EF66) 
 2 broad edged nibs (i.e. Mitchell # 5 or # 6 – small and Mitchell #2 – large)  

Note: Mitchell nibs are the most flexible, Tape nibs are medium flexibility and Brause nibs have 
the least flexibility) 

 Mechanical or regular pencils: a soft (2B) and a hard (4-6H) 
 Eraser – white vinyl is good or a kneaded eraser 
 Ruler – 18” or longer – metal cork-backed is best 
 Scissors 
 Xacto knife with #10 & #11 blades & empty Tic-Tac container (or other small container) for used 

blades – this is a safety thing 
 Slant board 
 Gouaches – Ivory Black (Windsor Newton or Schmincke are good brands) other colors of your 

choice 
 Gum Arabic – Windsor Newton brand 
 Mixing pan, mixing brush, dropper & distilled water, spritz bottle with distilled water, and small 

container(s) with lid(s) to take home leftover mixed gouaches 
 Water container for cleaning brushes, etc. 
 Old toothbrush for cleaning nibs 
 Paper towels – the blue shop towels are the best 
 Masking tape, blue artists/drafting tape 
 Sharpie marker for labeling your tools – everyone in class has the same stuff! 

 

OPTIONAL ITEMS: 

 11 X 17 Calligraphy grid pad 
 Crocus cloth – 1 sheet 
 Magnifier – 8X – 12X 
 Mag-eyes / Optivisor 
 Ott-Lite, extension cord(s), power strip 
 Cushion to sit on 
 Footrest 
 Sweater or jacket – some workshop rooms get cold 
 Munchies & drink 
 Pliers – for opening tubes of gouache and/or paints 

 

SUPPLIERS: 
Herweck’s Art Supply – 300 Broadway, San Antonio 
Asel Art Supply – 8111 Callaghan Rd and 1524 N Main Ave, San Antonio 
Jerry’s ARTARAMA—7059 San Pedro Ave, San Antonio 
Paper and Ink Arts – www.paperinkarts.com 
Blick Art Materials – www.dickblick.com 
John Neal, Bookseller - www.johnnealbooks.com 
Talas - www.talasonline.com 

Standard Supply List for All SACG Workshops 



San Antonio Calligraphers’ Guild  
 

2016—2017 Membership Form 
 

 

Name: __________________________________________________________________ 

Spouse’s Name: __________________________________________________________  

Address: ________________________________________________________________ 

City: ____________________________________State: _______Zip: _______________ 

Home Phone: (______)____________________________________________________ 

Cell Phone: (______)_______________________________________________________ 

Fax: (______)____________________________________________________________ 

E-mail: _____________________________________________________________________ 

Birthday (month /day): __________________________________________________________  

_______ (initial) I give permission to SACG to publish the information supplied on this form in the  
guild roster. 

_______ (initial) I give permission to SACG to publish pictures of me taken at SACG events on the  
SACG website and in the newsletter. 

_______ (initial) I give permission to SACG to publish representations of my work that have been 
displayed or completed at SACG events and classes. 

 

If you choose not to allow your photo or photos of your work to be published in the newsletter,       
it is your responsibility to ensure that your wishes are honored by reminding the photographer    
and newsletter editor at each meeting. 
 

I would like to help on one or more of the committees I’ve checked below: 

  Awards and Memorials   Historian   Notification 

  Directory   Hospitality   Photography 

  Door Prizes   Library   Programs 

  Early Bird Specials   Major Workshops   Publicity 

  Envelope Exchange   Membership   Saturday Specials 

  Exhibits   Mentoring   Secret Pal 

  Fundraising   Mini Workshops    

 Greeters  Newsletter   

I would like to donate to the SACG education fund ___________________________ 

I would like to donate to the SACG scholarship fund __________________________ 

 Dues are $24.00 a year 
 Make checks payable to SACG 
 

 Mail to: 
 San Antonio Calligraphers Guild 
 ATTN: Membership Chairperson 
 324 Meadowbrook 
 San Antonio, TX 78232  

Tell me more about… 
 

______________________________________________
______________________________________________
______________________________________________
______________________________________________ 

 


