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Becky’s Bits and Bytes 

 

Welcome back to another great SACG year! Many of you were busy with projects 
and workshops during the summer.  The June Art Doll workshop with Lenora Jor-
dan was a lot of fun.  The finished dolls were a testament to the creativity and 
sense of whimsy of our members.  The Reggie students were kept busy as usual 
and in August Brody Neuenschwander presented his two-day workshop and 
evening lecture.  Of course, we also held the annual Calligraphy Exchange in Au-
gust. 

 

At the September meeting, we will have the Secret Pal Expo, so plan to come to the Early Bird at 6:30 and 
spend a little time with all the interesting, beautiful and fun things that our members have made for their 
Secret Pals during the summer.  Bonnie Houser and her committee have dedicated many hours to this an-
nual event and you are bound to be inspired. 

 

The committees have been busy planning another fantastic year for us beginning with a busy September.  
Maggie Gillikin will be presenting a medieval long-stich book with a decorated letter. This September 14th 
Saturday Special will give us a chance to learn about the books and decorated letters of medieval times.  
Sign up with MaryLynn Lurz at the meeting.  The cost is only $20. 

 

We will also have a chance to sign up for the mini workshops beginning with Nicole Lozano’s September 
19th presentation:  MANIPULATING GLASS IN THE FLAME.  The cost is only $5 (or $40 for all 8 minis) 
and you can sign up with Maggie Gillikin.  Check your new Directory for a list of all eight minis along with 
other workshops and programs planned for the year.  

 

The Directories will be available at the September meeting.  If you are a new member, be sure to check out 
all the information available in the directory.  You will be able to find the right person to contact about any 
topic, a list of the programs and workshops, members, advertisers, bylaws and standing rules.  Thank you 
to Susan O’Connor for agreeing to take over the job of putting all this together for us. 

 

I look forward to seeing you all at the September meeting. 

Becky 
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 

8 9 10 11 12 13 14 

15 16 17 18 19 20 21 

22 23 24 25 26 27 28 

29 30      

SEPTEMBER 2013 

6:30  PM at Christ Episcopal Church, Parish Hall 

 Secret Pal Show-and-Tell and Reveal  

 Presented by the Secret Pal Committee 

7:00 PM  Board Meeting at the home of Leslie Winakur. BOARD  

MEETING 

Sept 26 

GENERAL  

MEETING 

Sept 5 

7:00-9:00 PM at Christ Episcopal Church, Parish Hall 

Manipulating Glass in the Flame with Nicole Lozano 

MINI  

WORKSHOP 

Sept 19 

10 AM to 4 PM at Christ Episcopal Church, Parish Hall 

 Medieval Long-stitch Book with Maggie Gillikin 

 Details further on in this newsletter. 

SATURDAY 

SPECIAL 

Sept 14 



Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

  1 2 3 4 5 

6 7 8 9 10 11 12 

13 14 15 16 17 18 19 

20 21 22 23 24 25 26 

27 28 29 30 31   

OCTOBER 2013 

6:30  PM at Christ Episcopal Church, Parish Hall 

 Early Bird Special: Papers to Write On with Dolores Schultz 

7:00 PM General Meeting 

 Movie Night: Twin Rockers and Stone Henge Paper Makers 

7:00 PM  Board Meeting at the home of Leslie Winakur. BOARD  

MEETING 

Oct 31 

GENERAL 

MEETING 

Oct 3 

7:00-9:00 PM at Christ Episcopal Church, Parish Hall 

 Stretched Lettering with an Emphasis on Gothic with Maggie Gillikin 

MINI 

WORKSHOP 

Oct 17 



Your 2013-2014 Board 
The guild membership has elected the following ladies to 

board positions for the 2013-2014 calendar year.  Board mem-

bers are (from left to right): Member-at-Large MaryLynn Lurz, 

Vice-President Carlos Haun, Member-at-Large Leslie Winakur, 

President Becky Hughes, Treasurer Lynn Rothe, and Parliamen-

tarian Lenora Jordan. (Board members not pictured are:  Secre-

tary Nicole Lozano, and Members-at-Large Bonnie Houser, Ma-

cy Reid, and Pam Thomas.) 

And We’re Off… on a new year of meetings, activities, classes, and more. Be sure to watch the 
newsletter and refer to the directory for more information on the schedule and upcoming 
events.  

Directories… Directories will be available at the September meeting. A big ol’ 
“Thank you!” to Suzan O’Connor for taking over this year and getting the directo-
ry together for us. Remember that the directory has more than names and con-
tact information. The directory also contains the schedule for the year, the list of 
Board members and committee chairs, guild by-laws, advertiser information, and 

more. Let’s support the local merchants who support our guild by advertising in the newsletter 
and working with our members to stock supplies. Be sure to read the directory for information 
about the coming year. 

September Meeting… Secret Pal Reveal…At the September meeting we’ll reveal 
Secret Pals and get to see all the work participants worked on during the summer. 
Come early to see the display of work. More details about the reveal can be found 
on page 6.  

Door Prizes… Please bring any new or gently used items to any meeting to donate to the door 
prize committee.  Please see Rosemary Rodriguez to make your donation or if you have ques-
tions. 

Educational Opportunities and Library… We’re lucky to be members of one 
of the most active calligraphy guilds around. SACG offers several options for ex-
panding members’ skill, fellowship, mentoring, and more. Details about just 
some of those opportunities can be found on page 8.  The library is also a won-
derful resource. Details about the library and some new books can be found on 
page 6. 

September Saturday Special… The first Saturday Special this year is September 
14th at Christ Episcopal Church, in the Parish Hall. Maggie Gillikin will be teaching us 
a medieval book structure and decorated letter. More information can be found 
further on in the newsletter. Contact MaryLynn Lurz to sign up. 



We have three new books in our library 

collection thanks to donations from our 

members. As always, we are very grateful 

for the generosity of our members in 

making these books available to all of our 

members through the library.  

Our President, Becky Hughes, gave the 

library a copy of Things That Dream.   This is a collabora-

tive book of poetry (in both English and Spanish) from the 

poets Pablo Neruda and Federico Garcia Lorca, with draw-

ings by Manuel Neri and calligraphy by Thomas Ingmire. 

Look for this book in box 1 of contemporary calligraphy. 

Maggie Gillikin donated the book Creative Clay Jewel-

ry.  Those of you that include polymer clay in your crea-

tive endeavors will enjoy the inspiration in this book.  This 

book can be found in box 8, which is our miscellaneous 

collections box. 

Jennifer Phillips (from Austin) donated Creative Corre-

spondence.  This book features unique card and envelope 

projects.  It is housed in box 9 with the other books about 

card-making. 

Many of the boxes are available at each meeting for you 

to look through. Contact Macy Reid if you have donations, 

suggestions, or are interested in a particular book. You 

can find a link to the library contents on the guild website. 

September Early Bird 

and General Meeting: 

Thursday September 5, 2013 

6:30 in the Parish Hall 

 

Secret Pal Rodeo Expo 

SPUR yourself to GUSSIE up and MOSEY  

on over to the Secret Pal Hoedown.  

View the creative endeavors of the 16 hale  

and hearty Podners who participated in the  

exchange this summer.   

All the work will be on view at the Early Bird  

&  

OH Them Boots!!!!   

These decorated kickers and stompers will 

Blow you out of your saddle! 

Come one, come all!! You do not need to have par-

ticipated in Secret Pal to come to the meeting to 

see the artwork and try to guess who made it! 

September Mini: Manipulating Glass in the Flame  

with Nicole Lozano 

7 - 9 PM, September 19, Parish Hall 

  

Try your hand at a different medium. Nicole Lozano will demonstrate how glass can be manipulated in 

the flame to create twisted canes, spirals and flourishes. Basic safety, material, and design considera-

tions for working with glass will be discussed. Small butane torches will be set up so you can experi-

ence first hand how glass responds to heat as you try your hand at bending and shaping 2mm thin 

glass rods. Sign up for this mini with Maggie Gillikin. 

This mini is primarily a demonstration with opportunity for hands on experi-

ence. There is no project or completed take home piece.  

Just sign-up and bring yourself! No supplies or tools are needed. Nicole will 

provide all necessary equipment and materials.  



Remember this? 
Here are some pictures from the distressed paper and doll-making mini work-

shops from May and June, and the papermaking Saturday Special. Thank you to 

Beth Morton and Lenora Jordan for teaching the mini workshops and to Maggie 

Gillikin for teaching the paper making Saturday Special.   

The June meeting gave us all an opportunity to relax and enjoy 

each other’s company. Thank you to the Hospitality Com-

mittee for planning such a wonderful evening. We also had 

the opportunity to share with each other the results of the envelope exchange and any 

pieces or projects we’ve worked on this year. A big thank you goes to Sylvia Stanley for 

organizing the Envelope Exchange and Year-End Review display. 



2013-2014 Educational Opportunities 

In addition to the monthly meeting, SACG has numerous educational opportunities 
throughout the year. All meetings and classes are open to everyone, regardless of skill 
level or experience.  

Mini Workshops… Mini workshops are scheduled on the third Thursday of the month 
from September through June (except November and December). We have a lot of fun 
classes and activities planned this year. See Maggie Gillikin to sign up for any you are 
interested in, or simply sign up for all them and you won’t have to try to remember 
which you’ve signed up and which you haven’t. Classes are $5 for members and $6 for 
non-members. Topics this year include making tools, stenciling, lettering, and more! 
The cost to sign up for all eight mini workshops this year is $40 for members. Where 
else can you get a two hour class taught by professional artists and teachers for $5.00? Sign up now be-
fore they fill up! 

Saturday Specials… There are four Saturday Specials scheduled this year…Saturday Spe-
cials are schedule from 10AM-4PM and cost $20/class. This year’s Saturday Specials include 
topics on lettering and backgrounds as well as other topics. Contact MaryLynn Lurz to sign 
up or for more information.  

Major Workshops… The second major workshop this year is in April and will be a lettering workshop 
titles “The Secret of Kells.” More information will follow after the new year. 

Mentoring… Members who are interested in individual learning opportunities can be paired with a 
mentor. Individuals and mentors are paired when both have expressed an interest in the program. Con-
tact Betty-Lou Jordan if you are interested in learning more about the mentoring program.  

Envelope Exchange… The Envelope Exchange is a good way to commit yourself to a small 
piece, be inspired by the work of others, and best of all, get something pretty in the mail! Syl-
via Stanley will have more information about the exchange in December or January. 

Secret Pal… Though Secret Pal isn’t a formal “class,” it is an opportunity to 
challenge yourself in your art and calligraphy. Consider participating in Secret 
Pal to push the boundaries of your experience and put into practice some of 
the things you’ve learned over the year. You will accomplish things you didn’t 
think possible and will be inspired by the work of other members as you re-
ceive pieces from your Secret Pal. More information about Secret Pal will be 
provided in January. 

Fall and Spring Exhibits… Again, though the exhibits are not formal classes, keep them 
in mind as you work through the other opportunities the guild offers. The exhibits are an 
opportunity to challenge yourself, receive feedback from other members, and take pride 
in your accomplishments. Though the guild has guidelines for exhibited pieces, there is no 
skill-level requirement. Exhibit guidelines can be found in the Directory. Our Exhibit Chair 
for this coming year is Joanne Pacelli. Contact Joanne if you have questions about the re-
quirements. More information about this year’s exhibits will be available throughout the 
year. 



A Medieval Long Stitch Book  

with a Closure and a Decorated Letter  

A Saturday Special  with Maggie Gillikin 

September 14, 2013, 10 AM—4 PM, in the Parish Hall  

 

Several Members saw this book and requested that the guild offered it as 

a class, so here it is. In history, this book fits into the medieval period and 

was usually made with a calf skin cover and vellum pages. We will construct this 4” x 6” book in suede leather 

with Hahnemϋhle Schiller paper pages. The sewing will be long stitch and the closure is a traditional medieval 

one.  We will also design a decorated letter to go inside the book.  

Supply List:  

 Pencil  

 Eraser  

 12” metal ruler with cork back  

 Japanese screw punch if you have one  

 Awl  

 Punching cradle if you have one  

 Pigma Micron or equivalent, size .01, black  

 Watercolors (a Prang set is fine if you don’t have artist grade ones) and a small watercolor brush, 

size 0 or 1, round  

 Nikko G nib and holder, if you have one  

 Water container  

 Paper towels  

Maggie will bring:  

 Needles and thread  

 Leather  

 Closures  

 Gold  

 Paper  

 Miniatum ink  

 Punching jig Extra brushes and nibs to share 

 

NOTE: There will be a $10 supply fee, which includes leather, paper, thread, gold, and Miniatum ink.   


