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Becky’s Bits and Bytes 

The Secret Pal Expo at the September meeting was spectacular.  Bonnie Houser 
and her committee created a cowboy-themed exhibit of all the pieces that our 
members produced during the summer for their Secret Pals.  The quality and the 
variety of the works impressed everyone.  I was especially pleased to see how 
many examples there were of books, which included some lovely and original 
calligraphy texts. 

During the 2013-2014 year you will be hearing about next summer’s Secret Pal 
exchange.  Bonnie Davis is in charge of the plans for our next exchange and her committee is already at 
work.  The exchange is a great opportunity to use some of the things you have learned at workshops 
throughout the year and motivation to keep our calligraphy skills sharp during the summer months.  And, 
of course, we all benefit by seeing new materials and techniques on display at the Expo. 

Joanne Pacelli and the exhibit committee have secured Crumpet’s Restaurant for our Fall Exhibit.  You may 
bring your pieces to the November 7th General Meeting and the show will be installed on the 8th.  We will 
have our opening reception on Sunday, November 17th, 4:00 to 6:00 p.m.  The committee will have all the 
information about size limits and the procedure for entering pieces in the exhibit and of course, you can 
check out general exhibit information on pages 14-15 in the new directory. 

Our October program, which will be presented by Dolores Schultz, will be both interesting and informa-
tive. The Early Bird will be a display of a variety of papers available to calligraphers and we will have two 
excellent videos for the program. Twin Rockers and Strathmore both produce quality papers but on quite 
a different scale.  We will get an inside look at the production of these papers and in the process will earn 
a lot about choosing the best paper for our own projects. 

On October 17th Maggie Gillikin will present the Mini Workshop: Stretched Lettering with an Emphasis on 
Gothic.  These workshops are a wonderful bargain – just $5.00 for members.  You can sign up for this and 
all of the minis with Maggie Gillikin.  Remember to check the Directory for a list of all the Mini Workshops 
as well as the Saturday Specials and Major Workshops, which will take place throughout the year.    

Our library carts will be available at most meetings and you can find a link to the library contents on the 
guild website.  We have a wonderful collection and are always adding to it. 

See you in October, 

Becky 

Flourishes, the monthly publication of the San Antonio Calligraphers’ Guild, is published ten times per year, September 

through June.  All articles and art work must be submitted to Beth Morton at beth@jnbmorton.com, with SACG in the sub-

ject line.  Deadline is the first Thursday of the month prior to the next month’s issue, usually at the monthly General Meeting. 

©2013.  All rights reserved. 

C O V E R   A R T I S T 

Maggie Gillikin 

7    Sandy Odom  
12  Laura Heye  
15  Cindy Horgan  
15  Rod Smith  
19  Rosemary Rodriguez 

O  C T  O B  E R    B  I  R T  H D  A  Y  S  



Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

  1 2 3 4 5 

6 7 8 9 10 11 12 

13 14 15 16 17 18 19 

20 21 22 23 24 25 26 

27 28 29 30 31   

OCTOBER 2013 

6:30  PM at Christ Episcopal Church, Parish Hall 

 Early Bird Special: Papers to Write On with Dolores Schultz 

7:00 PM General Meeting 

 Movie Night: Twin Rockers and Stone Henge Paper Makers 

7:00 PM  Board Meeting at the home of Leslie Winakur. BOARD  

MEETING 

Oct 31 

GENERAL 

MEETING 

Oct 3 

7:00-9:00 PM at Christ Episcopal Church, Parish Hall 

 Stretched Lettering with an Emphasis on Gothic with Maggie Gillikin 

MINI 

WORKSHOP 

Oct 17 



Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

     1 2 

3 4 5 6 7 8 9 

10 11 12 13 14 15 16 

17 18 19 20 21 22 23 

24 25 26 27 28 29 30 

November 2013 

6:30  PM at Christ Episcopal Church, Parish Hall 

 Early Bird: Mini Books with Maggie Gillikin and Leslie Winakur 

7:00 PM:  

 Program: Book in a Bag with Leslie Winakur 

No Board meeting this month. Check back in January. BOARD  

MEETING 

GENERAL 

MEETING 

Nov 7 

No mini this month. Check back in January. 

  

MINI 

WORKSHOP 

 



October Program and Early Bird: 

All About Paper 

Some of us had the opportunity last spring to make our own paper at a Saturday 
Special taught by Maggie GIllikin. At the October meeting, Dolores Schultz will be 
sharing with us a variety of high-quality handmade papers on which to try some 
lettering. Dolores will continue to provide more information for the program. 
After the information session, we’ll see two documentaries; one on how papers are made. “The Mark of the 
Maker” is about how paper is handmade at Twinrockers Handmade Paper and “Paper is Part of the Picture” 
by the Strathmore Paper Company. Handmade paper is one of the oldest and most beautiful crafts. For many 
centuries, the technique of making paper has changed little. Handmade paper can be made durable through 
the careful choice of fibers and the beating process.  

Annual Product Sale at Herwecks Herwecks has its annual product sale on October 18th and 
19th. Several members wait all year for the sale. Help support local art stores by stopping by the 
sale. 

October Programs The October General Meeting is movie night  where we’ll see documentaries 
about handmade and machine made papers. More information is further on in the newsletter. 

October Mini The October mini, Stretched Lettering, will be taught by Maggie Gillikin. For more 
information or to sign upfor this or any mini, contact Maggie Gillikin. 

November Programs The upcoming November meeting  is titled “Book in a Bag.” The Early Bird 
is a display and discussion of mini books.  More information about the general meeting will be 
available in next month’s newsletter. 

November and December Mini’s Remember that there are no mini workshops in November and 
December. We’ll return to our normal schedule in January. 

Battered Women’s Shelter November is our month to take a collection for the battered wom-
en’s shelter. More information on the shelter’s needs  and how we can help in next month’s 
newsletter.  

Directories Thank you to Suzan O’Connor for a beautiful job on the directory. If you didn’t pick 
up your directory at the September meeting, be sure to pick it up in October or ask a  friend to 
pick it up for you. Mailing out the directories is costly so the fewer we have to mail, the better it is 
for the guild. The directory is full of information other than names and addresses including the 
schedule, by-laws, exhibit guidelines, the list of board members and committee chairs, and more.  

Amazon Update Don’t forget to continue to use the Amazon.com link at the top of the guild web-
site page, especially as you do your holiday shopping! Since November 2011, guild members have 
raised over $800 for the guild! 

A note from member Carlos Haun On December 7th, Lion’s Field Adult and Senior Center is 
sponsoring an event called “Handmade and Homegrown” in which artists can display and sell 
their work. For more information about the event, contact Carlos Haun. 

http://www.google.com/imgres?q=pictures+of+handmade+paper&sa=X&biw=1228&bih=866&tbm=isch&tbnid=JpZ5DbAH8wMdnM:&imgrefurl=https://www.eventbrite.com/event/6886213851&docid=tCfldgcw8AKnYM&imgurl=https://evbdn.eventbrite.com/s3-s3/eventlogos/62069087/handmadepap


October Mini Workshop: 

Stretched Letters with an 

Emphasis on Gothic with 

Maggie Gillikin 

Stretching letterforms verti-

cally and horizontally can help 

improve your understanding 

of the structure of different 

letterforms. We’ll work through the process of stretch-

ing letterforms by practicing with Blackletter. Come to 

this mini and explore taking Blackletter out of the tradi-

tional size and shape.  

Supplies: 

 #5 or #6 Mitchell nib 

 #2 Mitchell nib 

 Nib holder 

 Sumi ink, gouache, watercolor or your favorite 
writing fluid 

 Water container and mixing brush 

 Paper towels 

 12” metal ruler 

 Pencil and eraser 

 Various papers  that will accept the fluid you’ve 
chosen; ex. Arches textwove, Schiller, drawing pa-
per 

 Green pen 

CALLIGRAPHY EXCHANGE 

Thank you to everyone who worked to make the annual 

calligraphy exchange a success. 

SACG 2013 Fall Exhibit  

at Crumpet’s Restaurant 

3920 Harry Wurzbach 

San Antonio, Texas 78209 

 

Artwork will be collected at the General Meeting on Thursday, 
November 7, to be installed at 8am on Friday, November 8th. 
Please make arrangements directly with Joanne Pacelli if you 
cannot turn your artwork in on Thursday, November 7. 

Opening Reception will be held on Sunday, November 17, from 
4:00 to 6:00 pm. 

Guidelines for Fall Exhibit 2013 

 Pieces should be no larger than 20” by 20” including frame. 

 Artwork need not be for sale. 

 Any sale transactions would be between the artist and the 
buyer. 

 A piece may be re-entered for this exhibit provided it has 
not been in an SACG exhibit within the last two years 

 A complete list of guidelines can be found on pages 14-15 
of the 2013-2014 directory. 

Take down is on Friday, Jan-
uary 3, 2014 at 8:00 am. 
Artists MUST come to collect 
their pieces at Crumpet’s 
Restaurant before 9 am or 
make other arrangements. 

For more information, con-
tact Joanne Pacelli at 210-
887-5655. 



Secret Pal Reveal and Gathering 
Thank you to  the Secret Pal Committee and all the participants who worked so hard to 

make this year’s Secret Pal exchange a success.  

Calligraphic Line Workshop and Talk  

with Brody Neuenschwander 

In August, we were honored to have Brody Neu-

enschwander visit us from Bruge and teach a major work-

shop called “Calligraphic Line.” He  ended the major 

workshop by providing an evening lecture open to the 

entire guild.  



STANDARD SUPPLY LIST 

FOR ALL SACG WORKSHOPS 

NOTE: This is a basic list of supplies for most SACG workshops. Check the newsletter for additional supplies required for 

specific workshops. If you need help understanding something on the list, ask an established member. They’ll be glad to 

help! 

 Paper & pen/pencil for taking notes 

 Double ended pen handle, round barrel 

 Nibs: 1 pointed nib (i.e. Nikko G or Brause EF66) 

 2 broad edged nibs (i.e. Mitchell # 5 or # 6 – small and Mitchell #2 – large)  

Note: Mitchell nibs are the most flexible, Tape nibs are medium flexibility and Brause nibs have the least 

flexibility) 

 Mechanical or regular pencils: a soft (2B) and a hard (4-6H) 

 Eraser – white vinyl is good or a kneaded eraser 

 Ruler – 18” or longer – metal cork-backed is best 

 Slant board 

 Gouaches – Ivory Black (Windsor Newton or Schmincke are good brands) other colors of your choice 

 Gum Arabic – Windsor Newton brand 

 Mixing pan, mixing brush, dropper & distilled water, spritz bottle with distilled water, and small container(s) 

with lid(s) to take home leftover mixed gouaches 

 Water container for cleaning brushes, etc. 

 Old toothbrush for cleaning nibs 

 Paper towels – the blue shop towels are the best 

 Masking tape, blue artists/drafting tape 

 Sharpie marker for labeling your tools – everyone in class has the same stuff! 

 

OPTIONAL ITEMS: 

 11 X 17 Calligraphy grid pad 

 Xacto knife with #10 & #11 blades & empty Tic-Tac container (or other small  

container) for used blades – this is a safety thing 

 Crocus cloth – 1 sheet 

 Magnifier – 8X – 12X 

 Scissors 

 Mag-eyes / Optivisor 

 Ott-Lite, extension cord(s), power strip 

 Cushion to sit on 

 Footrest 

 Sweater or jacket – some workshop rooms get cold 

 Munchies & drink 

 Pliers – for opening tubes of gouache and/or paints 

 

SUPPLIERS: 

Paper and Ink Arts – www.paperinkarts.com 

Blick Art Materials – www.dickblick.com 

John Neal, Bookseller - www.johnnealbooks.com 

Talas - www.talasonline.com 

Herweck’s Art Supply – local in San Antonio 

Asel Art Supply – local in San Antonio   


