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Becky’s Bits and Bytes 

Creativity was in the air at the November meeting. Leslie Winakur’s program, 
Book in a Bag, resulted in some wonderful creations. Everyone received a bag 
with a variety of materials from feathers to miniature clothespins to brightly 
printed paper napkins and also had access to a multitude of other supplies. The 
task was to create a book using these unlikely items and a lot of imagination. The 
finished products were unusual, beautiful, crazy, colorful, elegant and way 
“outside the box.” We all had fun and expanded our notion of what makes a 
book. 

Our December meeting is the Annual Holiday Potluck Dinner. This is a great opportunity for longtime 
members to get together and for all of us to get to know our newer members. Bring your favorite dish and 
the guild will provide the meat. We always have a good time, lots of delicious food, and a chance to chat 
with our fellow calligraphers. It is also a tradition to bring a card or bookmark to exchange with another 
member. As in past years, we will be collecting items for the Battered Women’s Shelter, which Kimberly 
Hartzog will deliver for us. If you prefer, you may bring a gift card to be used at a local store such as HEB, 
Target, WalMart, etc.  

The opening reception for the Fall Exhibit will be Sunday, November 17 from 4-6:00 p.m. at Crumpet’s 
Restaurant on Harry Wurzbach. The show will hang through January 2, 2014. Bring your friends and rela-
tives to the opening or visit during the holidays. You will be impressed by the beautiful and unique pieces 
which our talented members have on display. 

We have our next Saturday Special coming up in January. Beth Morton will present Surfaces and Back-
grounds in the Parish Hall on January 11th. We got just a peek of what is to come at Beth’s mini last year, 
which left us all wanting more. Mark your calendar. You won’t want to miss it. 

Our next mini workshop will be on January 16 and will be presented by the Reggie students. We will make 
Valentine cards for the Women’s Shelter and in the process collect patterns and directions to make your 
own lovely cards. This is always a fun workshop and at the same time we are able to do something for the 
women and children served by the shelter. They are always very appreciative of our contribution. 

Dates have been set for a series of calligraphy classes in 2014. Maggie Gillikin and Leslie Winakur will of-
fer these classes monthly on Saturdays at the Discovery School. Each session will be $30 and will cover all 
aspects of calligraphy. This is an excellent opportunity if you are just getting started in calligraphy or want 
to improve your skills. More information is given in the newsletter. 

See you all in December, 

Becky 

Flourishes, the monthly publication of the San Antonio Calligraphers’ Guild, is published ten times per year, September 

through June.  All articles and art work must be submitted to Beth Morton at beth@jnbmorton.com, with SACG in the sub-

ject line.  Deadline is the first Thursday of the month prior to the next month’s issue, usually at the monthly General Meeting. 
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C O V E R   A R T I S T 

Maggie Gillikin 

 5   Helen Rasplicka  
11  Pat Price   
17  MaryLynn Lurz  
18  Dorothy Cisneros 
20  Rosemarie Gonzales   
26  Patricia Mahran   

28  Francene Smith  
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6:30  PM at Christ Episcopal Church, Parish Hall 

 Annual  Potluck Dinner, Card Exchange, and Battered Women’s Shelter 

Collection 

No Board Meeting this month. Check back in January. BOARD MEET-

ING 

 

GENERAL 

MEETING 

Dec 5 

No Mini this month. Check back in January. 
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 

8 9 10 11 12 13 14 

15 16 17 18 19 20 21 

22 23 24 25 26 27 28 

29 30 31     

December 2013 



Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

   1 2 3 4 

5 6 7 8 9 10 11 

12 13 14 15 16 17 18 

19 20 21 22 23 24 25 

26 27 28 29 30 31  

January 2014 

6:30  PM at Christ Episcopal Church, Parish Hall 

6:30 PM: Early Bird: Using a Parallel Pen, Maggie Gillikin 

7:00 PM: General Meeting: Parallel Pen in All It’s Glory and Limitations, Maggie 

Gillikin 

7:00 PM  Board Meeting at the home of Leslie Winakur. BOARD MEET-

ING 

January 30 

GENERAl 

MEETING 

January 9 

7:00-9:00 PM at Christ Episcopal Church, Parish Hall 

 Valentines for the Battered Women’s Shelter, Reggie Students 

MINI 

WORKSHOP 

January 16 

10 AM—4PM at Christ Episcopal Church, Parish Hall 

 Surfaces and Backgrounds, Beth Morton 

 More information later in this newsletter and next month  

SATURDAY  

SPECIAL 

January 11 



December General Meeting The upcoming December meeting is our annual holiday potluck and holiday card ex-
change. Bring your appetite, a dish to share, and a handmade card or bookmark to exchange. And don’t forget your 
serving utensils.  

Collections for the Battered Women’s Shelter: Each December SACG takes up a collection for the SA Battered 
Women’s Shelter. More information is further on in this newsletter about how you can participate.  

January Mini: At the January mini, the Reggie Students Study Group will lead us in making Valentine cards for the San 
Antonio Battered Women’s Shelter. We’ll also take up a collection of children’s cards for the kids to share in school. 
More information will be available in next month’s newsletter. And remember that there is no mini workshop in De-
cember.  

January Saturday Special The January Saturday Special, Surfaces and Backgrounds, is an exploration of different 
types of papers and materials you can use to create a variety of backgrounds for your work. The class is on January 11, 
2014 and will be held in the Parish Hall at Christ Episcopal Church, the same location as the general meeting. More 
information can be found in next month’s newsletter. Saturday Specials are $20. Contact MaryLynn Lurz to sign up. 

Holiday Potluck Card and Bookmark Exchange Bring a handmade card or bookmark to the Holiday Potluck in De-
cember. The item can be any theme, not necessarily a holiday theme. It must be less than 9 x 12 inches in size and 
less than 1/4” thick. The shape can be anything you like, such as a doll, flower, or animal. It can be magnetized or 
serve some practical use. Hand lettering is not required. Materials to consider using in your creation include paper 
and card stock, fabric, ribbon, leather, foil, metal, glass, clay, or any others you have at hand. This is not a secret ex-
change, so be sure to sign your work. There is no need to sign up beforehand, just bring your piece and sign up with 
Sylvia Stanley when you arrive. We’ll put each creation in an envelope and perform a drawing for the creation you’ll 
take home. Creations will be on display after the drawing.  

2014 Envelope and Mailer Exchange The SACG 2014 Envelope/Mailer exchange is scheduled for February, March, 
and April of 2014.  There will be up to three mailings per month for a maximum of nine mailings. Depending on the 
number of people who sign up, there may be fewer mailings. You can sign up at the December potluck or by calling or 
emailing Sylvia Stanley. Sylvia will have free envelopes to share as well as examples of handmade envelopes and mail-
ers. No decoration is required for the back and no enclosure is required. Schedules will be available at the January 
General Meeting. This is a great opportunity to practice your calligraphy on small projects.  

Pictures from the October Meeting and Mini: Dolores Schultz telling us about commercial 
paper making procedures , Bonnie Houser checking out our finished 
glass work, and Maggie Gillikin’s stretched letters mini.  

 



 

 

 

An Announcement from Kaye Yarbrough: The Herit-
age Edition of the St. John’s Bible has been present-
ed to St. Mary’s University by a benefactor. It is a fine 
art reproduction of the original and is one of a lim-
ited edition of 299, each signed by Donald Jackson, 
and is the first copy in Texas. It had its premiere 
showing at St. Mary’s on October 9, 2013. I attended 
this event and was thrilled to see the beautiful pag-
es. Students were stationed to turn pages at request. Our SACG has followed the progress of the 
original since 1998. It is the first handwritten and illuminated Bible to have been commissioned by a 
Benedictine Abbey in 550 years.  

Donald Jackson, Queen Elizabeth’s official calligrapher, started dreaming of a hand written illumi-
nated Bible in 1970. He discussed it with a former executive director of the Hill Museum at St. 
John’s University in Collegeville, Minnesota. Between 1996 and 1997, St. John’s explored the feasi-
bility of the project. Actual work was begun in 1999 and was completed in 2011. It is twenty four 
inches high and thirty six inches wide when opened, and is lettered on velum using hand cut quills 
and Chinese stick ink with gold and platinum leaf. The special lettering was designed by Jackson.  

A computer was used to layout the pages. Each of it’s 
1,150 pages is justified right and left. The Bible is in 7 
sections; Pentateuch, Psalms, Prophets, Wisdom 
Books, Historical Letters, Gospels and Acts, and Reve-
lation. It has 160 illuminations. Much of the artwork 
was produced in Wales. According to Michael Patella, 
OSB, chairman of the committee on illumination and 
text “the illuminations are spiritual meditations on a 

text…a very Benedictine approach to scripture.” The version of the biblical text used is New Re-
vised Standard.  

The illuminators who worked on the Bible are known to SACG and several have 
been here for workshops or have taught at the National Conferences. The illumi-
nators are Suzanne Moore, Diane von Arx, Sally Mae Joseph, and Thomas 
Ingmire. The cost to produce the bible is estimated at eight million dollars. The 
Heritage Edition is an exact size copy on 100% cotton rag with each page carefully 
retouched. The cost of the heritage edition is $150,000.  

Dr. Bob O’Connor, Director 
of the St. John’s Project 
here in San Antonio will 
contact the SACG in the 
future for a special show-
ing. Currently, the bible is 
not available for viewing. 



Battered Women’s Shelter Our annual holiday collection for the Battered Women's Shelter 

happens at the December general meeting/potluck. The Battered Women program not only 

serves families residing in the shelter but families transitioning from shelter assistance to self-

sufficiency. Gifts and gift cards for the children are needed this time of year as are non-perishable 

food staples and non-perishable holiday fixin's. The pre-teen and teenage children 

are usually under-served this time of year and are most easily satisfied with gift 

cards to stores like GAP, Old Navy, or ROSS, which are available at your grocery 

store when you do your regular shopping. The staff at the donation station are so 

appreciative each time I bring them a SACG donation, thank you friends! 

Kimberly Hartzog, SACG Battered Womens’ Shelter Donation Coordinator 

2014 Calligraphy Opportunities 

Calligraphic Explorations: An Ongoing Calligraphy Class in San Antonio 

Maggie Gillikin and Leslie Winakur have planned the first six months of an ongoing calligraphy class 
which will begin in January, 2014. The class will begin at the very beginning, so absolutely no experi-
ence is necessary. The goal of the class is for students to explore the elements of calligraphic art, so 
even from the start, lessons combine lettering efforts with other forms of art. 

The first class is about the basics and will take place on January 18, 2014. Maggie and Leslie taught 
this class in 2002, and although they originally planned for each class to stand independently, stu-
dents discovered that they preferred the continuity of each lesson building on the last. So please un-
derstand that each class will depend somewhat on the previous classes, and the classes will dovetail 
in a way that makes it difficult for a student to skip more than very occasionally. Every few months 
an “instant replay” class is offered, in which students bring whatever project they would like to work 
on and students receive individual attention and direction. This has been extremely popular with stu-
dents in the past, and many say this is their favorite class! So if you do miss an occasional class, this is 
the way to make up that lesson (although, of course, they cannot repeat an entire lesson for each 
person at that time). 

All classes are at Discovery School, from 10 AM until 4 PM. 

Cost is $30 per class. Please contact Maggie Gillikin or Leslie Winakur to sign up.  

Class dates: January 18, February 15, March 8, May 3, June 7 (NO CLASS IN APRIL) 

 

Ghost Ranch: June 23—July 6, 2014, Abiquiu, NM 

The Literally Letters program at Ghost Ranch offers two weeks of calligraphy instruction in the land 
that inspired Georgia O’Keeffe. You can attend one or both weeks. Classes are taught by experienced 
teachers, including Yukimi Annand, Eliza Holliday, Carrie Imai, Sharon Zeugin, and Nancy Culmone.  

To register, go to www.ghostranch.org. For more detailed information, contact Sharon Zeugin at  
sharonzeugin@yahoo.com. 


